Role of 99mTc-disofenin in duodenal and gastric aspirates in the evaluation of persistent neonatal cholestasis.
A prospective study was undertaken on 49 infants with prolonged neonatal cholestasis to determine whether the specificity, sensitivity, and accuracy of 99mTc-disofenin scintigraphy can be improved by performing simultaneous radioactivity measurements on duodenal and gastric aspirates along with routine imaging. Specificity of routine scintigraphy was improved by this modification from 45.7 to 76.4%. Accuracy of the test was also superior in improving from 55% with routine scintigraphy to 78.4% by counting additional radioactivity on both duodenal and gastric aspirates. We suggest that this modified technique be applied in the evaluation of infants with conjugated hyperbilirubinemia so that invasive procedures such as open liver biopsy and operative cholangiogram may be avoided.